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September 5, 1967. It was moved by Phyllis Shepard and seconded by
Martha Ichiiwe that the history of Port Bdward be rccorded as time and ro-
search permitted. The notion was carricd.

This motion was passed at a neeting of Port Edward's 1967 Centennial
Committee. Thus was kindled the first serious commitment to research and
write the history of Port EBdward. 4t the time the writer believed the Vil-
lage history could be chronicled on perhaps six to eight pages. Subsequent
painstaking rcsearch has revealed there was considerably nore to the his-
tory of the community than just a feow pages of hastily gathered facts.

Port Edward has Lad an intercsting history.

As a strategic point on the Tsiupsean Peninsula, it has been viewed
from such divergent noints as Vancouver, Winnipeg, Wew York, Montreal,
Great Britain and top United States i military personnel - a speck of Canada
that has whetted the speculative imaginations of powerful interests. Each
had an impact on the coumunlty, some for so short a time as to hardly justi-
fy their interest. With the exception of the Jserican drmy, and the origin-
al tovm planners, their withdrawal left fow nementoes.

It is interesting to note that the First World Viar left Port RBdward a
desolation of abandoned plans, .while -the Second VWorld Viar turned it into a
small city. The Jmerican dirmy put Port Edward on the map. The pulp and
paper industry kept it there. But it has been the fLshing industry that con-
sistently sustained the ecconomy.

The Village has, at one tiuwe or another, domiciled a representation
from every race of pcople. The Japanese have lent industry, grace and
charm to the community. The pcople of the Nishgas, the Tsinpscans and the
Haidas, brought their respected traditions. The nations of Europe have been
represented since the beginning in 1907. Port has always been a microcosn
of the peoples of the world - a true expression of brotherhood.

Sorte readers will be disappointed nore naues werc not mentioned. This
has not been intentional. Where names of des erving individuals have been
left out it was because of a lack of knovledge of same, not an oversight.
Sorie will docery a lack of hoimc-spun characterization of local citizens. To
this the writer must plead a laclk of %imc and gpace. |

It 1s hoped that in the futurc Port Edward, with a stable municipal
governnent, ywill develop fronm LtS froagmnentary past into a happily motivated
Canadieon city.
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Port Edward is located on British Columbia's northern mainland coast,
some 350 miles northwest of Vancouver and approximately fifty miles from
the Alaskan border. It is based on the Tgimpscan Peninsula, a projection
of the mainland that is almost an island by recason of Work Channel on the
north and the mouth of the Skecna River to the south.

The Village faces a medley of evergreen islands in Porpoise Harbour
and Inverness Passage called Kaicn, VWatson, Ridley, Lelu, Stapleton, Kit-
son, De Horscy and Smith. Thesc islands in turn look out across Chatham
Sound to those greater scntinels of the Pacific - Stephens and Porcher Is-
lﬂnds.

One island, Kaien, nestling in a 'pocket' of Tsiupsean Peninsula, is
the home of Port Edward's big ncighbour Prince Rupert. Prince Rupert, Can-
ada's most western city, was incorporated in 1910 and now has a population
of more than 15,000. It is surrounded by Prince Rupert Harbour, Fern Pas-
sage, Morse Basin, Wainright Basin and Porpoise Harbour. The boundaries
of Port Edward and Prince Rupert mect in Vainright Basin and Porpoise Har-
bour. The two centres are counccted by cight miles of paved highway.

Port Edward compriscs 1,628.8 acres of land and 627.2 acres of fore-
shore and land covercd by water. It is approxinately seven niles long and
4 1/2 niles wide. There is a gentle incline from the foroshore to a back-
drop of low mountains. Where the mountains pick up from the floor of tho
Village there arc three small lakes - Porpoise, <lwyn and Peck. Wolf Creck
flows out of {lwyn Lake and forms part of the northern boundary to the Vil
lage. '

Along Inverncss Passage and southecast of the main centre of Port Ed-
ward, are the once prolific salmon canning centres of Inverness, North Pa-
cific, Sunnyside and Cassiar, :

Census figurcs, from the Census of Canada, for Cassiar, North Pacific,
Sunnyside and Port Bdward arc as follws:-

1956 1961 1966
Cassiar 432 623 941
North Pacific - 78 68 95
Sunnyside 114 50 10
Port Edward 786 867 1,006

(Courtesy of the Division of Vital Statistics, Victoria, B.C.)

The Village lies in the heart of such natural rosources as ‘salnon,
halibut, crab, shrimp and allied fisherices as well as industrics rosulting
from forestry, lunbering, pulp and paper, IHowever, the comuunity did not
foster these industries in the beginning. Vhat cconomic growth has beon
experienced was duc to their developnent.

i1 though benefits were expeoricnced from forest industries, in the
nain these cane from larger regional arvas. Port Edward does have sone
small stands of timber such as spruce, hemlock, cedar and pine, some of
which have been logged. Thesc are located nmainly on the low range of moun-
ains behind the four cannerics on Inverness Passagc.

The land of the Tsimpscan Peninsula region is couposed almost entirely
of acidic nuskeg and rock, and tlic soil is not conducive to many types of
vegetation. (No official survey has cver been conducted in this area).

There are no cottonwood or maple trees native to the area. Only an
occasional stunted fir trec can be found, J{lder flourishes wherever land
has been clearcd, or brushed off, talking naturally to the swamp spil condi-
tion., lMountain ash trces add their touch of beauty.
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Other rain-forest vegetation thrive in abundance. They are wild blue-
berry, huckleberry, clderberry, thimbleberry, salmonberry, hecavy grasses,
mosses, ferns, skunk cabbage and many others.

There are somec hardy varieties of wild flowers, but they do not grow
as profusely as in other parts of the province. Spirea, fireweed, violets,
cowslips, columbine, cow parsnip, dandelion, buttercup, Indian paint brush,
and several kinds of daisics grace the land in thoir season. However, many
domestric shrubs, flowers and plants have beon seeded or transplanted suc-
cessfully.

One beautiful natural phenomena is the acres of Coastal lodgepole pine
that, deprived of proper sustenance in the soil, grow to resemble the Jap~
anese Ming pine. They are small, gnarled and knotted., Their branches
clump together in a most plcturesaue digplay. In winter these broanches of-
ten cradlc great mounds of snow without splitting away from the tree trunk,
graphic testimony to their toughness and endurance. It is believed many of
the trees are very old - perhaps up to 125 years or more.

The Ragscarch Division, DBritish Columbia Forest Service, says:- The
species occurs commonly throughout British Columbia, although the coastal
and interior forms differ in appearance and behaviour. On the coast it is

"often refcérred to shore pine, (L. contorta subspecies contorta), whilc in

the B.C. interior it is called lodgepole-pine, (P. conlorta subspecies lat-
ifolia).

Shore pine is unable.to compete successfully with fir, spruce, hon
lock, and cedar becausc of its high light requirements. Consegquently, on -
the coast it is genorally confined to the poorest sites - infertile sands
and gravels, recky outcrops and muskeg where other species do not grow woll,
4 at d11.

Dwarfing occurc when root growth ips restricted, sometimes on rock
bluffs, but most frequently on nuskeg or swanpy soils whero fluctuating
high water table repeatedly kills back the rootlets. and causes stunting.
The effect may be likened to the Japanesc art of Bonsai in which miniature
trees are grown in potis by repeated roct pruning.

Generally the weather is typical of that of the rain-forest, rainy.
Some winters there i1s coasiderable snow, others none at all. In the fall

+0r gpring there will be diys at a time when there is a low ceiling of over-

cast skices that is neither good weather, nor bad, but most depressing,
Proof of the regions proximity to the urctlc is the long dawns and

Ctwilights experienced in the summer months, with extra night hours in .the

winter.

"The all tine high tenperature of 90 degrees F occurred in -~
dune.1953.

"The all time low temperatvre of -12 degrees F occurred in
January 1965.

Greatest monthly precipitation was 28.08 inches in Novem- :

ber 1953.

Greatest annual totol precipitation was 132.07 inchescin
1937 /75 i

Leasgt. annual. total precipitation was 72.21 inches in
1937.

The best sunshine year occurred in 1965 with 1361 hours. *
The poorest sunshine yoar occurred in 1932 with 692 hours.

(Courtesy of Department of Transport, Vancouver, B

"Only a few speciecs of wild animals inhabit the region. There are deer,

wolves, bear, porcupine, skunks, rats, micc and squirrels. No rabbits or

La

[



w B

snakes inhabit the land. B

Several species of northern birds are evident such as robins, Jjays,
sparrows, crows, chickadee, swallows and ravens. Early spring flocks of mi-
gront birds such as wild canary, gecse and duclks, give a fleeting touch of
life and colour on their stopover to the more northoern or interior regions.
Each spring the majestic bald cagle appear clong the shoreline and on the
nony islands offshore. In May and June they sit clumped in tree tops, per-
haps in rows of any number up to ten or more on a single branch.

Most of the landscapes natural vegetation retains its green colour
through fall until covered by snow. Only after the snow Ileaves, sone years
there is none at all, plants and grass lay brown and decayed.

Spring usually comes with nuch rain, a fow good days of sunshinc, more
torrential rains, followed, oftentimes, by a long stretch of breathtakingly
beautiful weather, which may last anywhere from a week to a month or six
weeks. The vegetation springs to life almost over night and soon flourishes
in a jungle of growth.

Once vegetation has tumbled into full growth a most striking phenomena
may occur. 4 day of rain freshens and livens the vivid'multi~coLour greens,
lavishing the folioge with moisture. The sun's rays cross-cutting the
dronched countryside creates a fascinating jewel-like panorama of surreal-
istic beauty.

WHY PORT EDV.RD 9

There have been at least five known mnjor developuents planned for Port
Edward over the past sixty years. Each one aborted, or faded with the test
of time. Conmbined, they represent nillions of dollwrs in expcnditures, nours
of planning and a devastating walke of disillusionment,

Initially, Port Edward, like uany another community centre in Canada,
was conceived out of the intensive land speculation that raged in the prov-
ince at the turn of the century. Speorheading such development were discus-
sions in high places of the necessity of railways to open up the nation.

Railways were neceded to develop *muence rogional rdsourccs of the new Canada,
cspecially the western provinces.

Befofe the coming of the railroad, British Coluubia wae an . uncxplored
region of mountains, lakes and rivers. Vast unassessed stands of timber,
untold wealth in minerals, and millions of acres of land suitable for farm-
ing were obscured by their inaccessibility. True, shipping had opened up the
coast, butonly a 1500 mile fringe strip bounded by the const nountains, This
served the immediate coastal arca in the interests of the fur trade, fishing
and lumbering, Navigation on the Fraser River had also opened up a ribhon
of cxploration through the Cariboo to accommodate the fur trade, telegraph
workers, surveyors, prospectors and a gold rush.

However, it was the age of the railway and plonoors know a railroad
would open up inland itrecasure-houscs. Further, to substantiatg such devel-
opuent, a Pacific outlet was nceded to serve markets to the Orient.

When the Canadian Pacific Railway proved succossful and prairie settle-
ments mushroomed, the Grand Trunk Railvrny, which had eqrlier r¢fused an op-
portunity to build a trauscontinental line to the west, had sccond thoughts.
It then proposed to build the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway westwards from the
end of its network at North Bay, Ontario, to the north coast of British Col=-
unbia.

The ncwly appointed gcncril nanager of the Grand Trunk Railway, Charles
M. Hays, made o trip to the company's headquarters in Longdon, England,
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He met with the directors to expedite a line to the Pacific coast, running
through entirely new country, north of the Canadian Pacific Railway and
capable of being conveniently linked to the existing Grand Trunk network.
He also pointed out the desirability of estoblishing a new port on the Brit-
ish Columbia coast.

From several possible routes to the Yacific, one surveyed in the lato
18008 by Sir Sandford Fleming, chief enginecr of the Intercolonial Railway
was chosen. WVestern terminal points wero suggested at Port Simpson, Port
Essington, Kaicn Island and Kitiwmat. (Canadian National Railway, Mountain
Region, Library). ,

Bffore the final decisiom, there was much speculative scurryings about
at the projected terminal points. 4 terminal could mean a railhead with an
unlimited potential in trade and industry, perhaps a great metropolis of
the north. Speculators noved in quickly, as they had all along the propos-
cd rail route, and purchased strategic blocks of land. .

However, the Tsimpscan reninsula was under a land roserve imposcd on
it in 1891 by the Provincial Governnent against such spoculations. There
followed a questionable tug-of-war over Kaicn Island and surrounding arcas
between government, the Grand Trunk Dacific Railway and an fmerican nillion-
aire railroad contractor named Deter Larscn and his cohorts. 4n interest-
ing,and able account of this cpisode can be found in tha bock, 'Skeena Riv-
cr of Destiny' by Dr. R.G. Largc of Drince Rupert.

Yeter Larsen and his busincss asscciate, James Anderson of Victoria,
B.CJ, engaged a British Columbia 1land surveyor, J. Frod Ritchie, to stoke
out an area surrounding Porpoise Harbour. Their solicitor was a man narned
E.V. Bodwell. Undaunted over their failure to gain a foothold on Kaien Is~
lan&, they worked out a method to circumvent the stringent land rescrve,

Under the South African War Land Grant sct (B.Cs Statutes, Chapter 51
of 1901) any veteran (or his next-of-kin, if he werc decoascd) eould apply
for a grant of 160 acres, and the scrip was transferable. Anderson, acting
as agent for Larsen, applicd for land in . Yorpoise Harbour, including
1010 acres of Lot 446, for which specific Lot he pregented the scrip of sev—
en veterans, or their assignees,

Anderson at first directed the Crown Grant should be issued to E.V.
Bodwell "as trusteo for the parties beneficially cntitled thercto." But on
July 14, 1905, he informed the Chicef Commissioner of Lands that the parties
interested had "agreed on a division thereof,' and asked that the Crown
Grant should be issued according to a schedule attached (see Department of
Lands Correspondence file,.G6825/05 Microfilm). This is the schodule which |
appearet in the B.C. Gazette, August 3, 1905:- ‘

Lot 446, 501 and 505 were surveyed for E.J. Mathews. Thesec Lots
were covered by South ifrican War Grant scrip Nes. 217, 232, 246,
275, 284, 312 and 337 (seven in all) and Crown Granted to Edward
J. Mathecws. ‘

Lots 447, 449, 450, 502, 503 and 507 were: surveyed for Donals Edw-
ard, (B.C. Provincial Archives).

Because of unfavorable light shed on the government by the press and
the Governunent Opposition, in relation to Kaicn Island, a Select Committee
was pppointed in 1906 to make. investigations. The inquiry served to ab-
s0lve the government of any irresponsible actions on its part,  However,
the Opposition members of the Sclect Committec remeined convinced that the
government had becen dealing with a band of adventurers who had applicd for
lands for purely speculative purposcs and had provided them with a cloak
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of sccrecy to that they could obtain other contiguous lands in addition to
Kaien Island. (Margarct Ormsby, British Columbia: 4 History, p 346).

At this Jjuncture it is well to point out that the 'other contiguous
lands' turncd out to be Qort Edward.

The "Report of the Sclect committoo re Kaien Island Investigation!
(B, C, Legislative fLsscmbly, Journals, 1906, p. lxx) says in Section
2% and 24:-

MW th regard to Lots 446, 447, 448, L49, 450, 501, 502,
503, 505, and 507, Range V Coast District, your Committec ...
finds that these lands were located by J. Frod Ritchie, T'.L.S.
for Feter Larsen and Jomes J/ndorscn, under the provisions of
the 'South .ifricon Land Grant Act, 1901,' and anendments, in
the month of January 1905, and ncguired in duc course and ac-
cording to Llaw."

From this dubious beginning a townsite, under the name of Yort Edward
was 1aid out in the spring ond suamer of 1908. At that time the Prince Ru~
pert Empire quoted the Voncouver World ns saying that "lort Edward ond not
Yrince Rupert is to be the big city."

‘A town plan (No. 935), dated dugust 27, 1908 and signed by S.8. McDiar-
pid as "a correct represcntation of the survey made by me' was filed with
the government so that the selection of the lots to which the government
was legoally entitled (one guarter of ony subdivision) could be made. (B.C.
Jrovincial JArchives).

L study of District Lot numbers listed for the first townsite of Yort
Edward shows that it wds laid out in three parts: Sections Onc and Two and
South Yrince Rupert.

Scction Two oxtended from the north side of Volf Creck nlong Vninright
Basin to taoke in almost cll the shore line of Morse Basin north of Galloway
Raopids Bridge. Lot numbers were 505 nlong Morsce Basin, 450 which is mostly
a mountain, 49 olong Vainright Basin, part of 502 ‘through which Volf Creck
flows, and part of Lot 446 where Violf Creck drains into Porpoisec Harbour.

Section One wns composed of the other holf of Lot 446 south of Volf
Crock (knovm for many yeors as the scttlement of Yort Edward), 447 which is
Ridley Island, 507 which is Vaotson Island, 501 which is Lelu Island, the
second part of 502 through which Wolf Creck runs, 503 on which the diversion
dam for the Village water supply is located, and 448 which was surveycd by
AL, Smith whose fiecld report was never gazetted, Later D.u. 448 wos ro-
surveyed to form part of the western scctor of D.L, 641 (Plan 850).

D.L. 641, beginning at Gonol Hill on Skeena Drive (Cannery Road) and
extonding to Villaclough Indion Rescrve lo, 6, beside the abandoned railwoy
station of Dhelan, was originnlly designnted as "South Prince Rupert" and
ig still under that classification. This subdivision was surveyed by 4.C.
Ross, B.C. Land Surveyor, with the help of liatthew George McDaniel, in
Junc 1907. It is still known as lan 850-

' District Lot 642, adjoining D.L. 641, ond still in effect as PLan 864,
was surveyed by W.G. Dinder and loter plonned as o subdivision of Drince
Rupert by L.C. Ross. Stapleton Isiand and part of the shorcline known os
Biocks 26, 27, 28, and 31 to 38 inclusiv: wore cancelled by Couwt Order
June 27, 1923 (sec Document filed 6760, Land Registry Office in ITrince Ru-
pert and signed by H. McLeod, Registrar).

L. search of Deportmental records of the Lands Bronch, Department of
Lands, Forests, and Vazter Resources show that:-
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Lot 446 was Crown Grantced in the name of E.J. Mathows by
Crown Grant'No. 1077/176 on January 8, 1906.

Lot 447, Ridley Island, wns Crown Granted in the naome of Don-
ald Bdward by Crown Gront No. 1072/176 on January &, 1906.

Lot 501, Lelu Island, wos Crown Granted in the nome of E.J.
Mathows by Crovm Grant No.1078/176 on January 8, 1906.

Lot 507, Wateon Island, was Crown Granted in the nome of Don-
ald Edward by Crown Grant No. 1 076/176 on January 8, 1906,

Lot 641, South Yrincc Ruport, was Crown Granted in the names
of George V. Kanc and M.G. MecDaniel by Crown Grant lo. 1392/
183 on July 20, 1906.

Lot 642 was Crowvm Granted in the name of Georgo Thomas Kane
by Crown Grant No. 1393/183 on July 20, 1906.

(Courtesy of B,C, irovincial Archives).

Mrs. Belle McDanicl of Vancouver, widow of the lute M.G. McDaniol,
‘says in a lotter:-

My husband was ~mong the first to acquire land in what was then South
vrince Rupert, He had served in the South Afriecan Beor Var and was awarded
a secrip of Crown land (30 acres) by the Federal Government of Canada in any
onc of the three western provinces, He chosc British Columbia. He was as-
sistant surveyor of Lot 641 with L.C. Ross., The laying out in lots with
names wns the work of Goorpge Kane, formerly Mayor of Kaslo, who had moved to
Jrince Rupert. Mr. McDanicl later bought out Kone and reverted the land to
acreage.

Lots in D.L. 641 and 642 were laid out in plots 50 x 125 feet. They
wore named Third Lvenue, Main Street, Sccond Lvenue and TFirst Avenue with
Contre Strecet the division. Cross Strects were Clough, VWilla, Belle, Smith,
Kane, Broadway, Ross, McDaniel, Pinder, Skeena and Viater. These names ro-
late to the arca, or te the people concerned with the original development
of the subdivision. ¥illa and Clough obviously related to the proxinity of
the Indian Reserve with that nane.

. PIRST L.AND SALL.

Except for a sale of a ten acre norcel of land in 1§Q§, the new towm-~
site remained undeveloped until 1911 - 12. The ten acres, part of District
Lot 446 owncd by Mathews, wns sold to the Yorpoise Harbour Land Company Lin-
ited. i

According to the Registror of Companies, this coupany was incorporated

March 23, 1909, ts dircctors were B,V. Bodwell, Honry G. Lawson, Gladys
M. Cameron, and Henry C.B. Mcdowall. (B.C. Irovincial Archives.)

THE GR.AND TRUNK . ACIFIC.

In October 1906, Charlos M. Hays, general manager of the Grand Trunk
Tacific Railway, not with his cngincors and decided that the Yacific termin-
us of the new railway route would be Kaien Island. Following a nation-wide
contest, the namne 'Yrince Rupert'! was chosen for the terminal port.
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Construction of the railwny wos to be done in two sections. One fronm
Winnipeg east to Moncton comprising 1,801 miles, or approximately half the
line, which would be built by the govermment. The sécond scction from Win-
nipeg to the west, 1,755 miles, would be undertoken by the railwey company.
The western division would have a further breskdown called the Prairioc Div-
ision, 914 niles from Vinniveg to VWeolf Creek, and finally the enormous chol-
lenge of 841 miles of Mountain Region from Wolf Creck to the Dacific.

The Liberal Government, averse to land grants at that time, agreed to
lease their share of the railway to the Grand Trunk Railway for fifty years
with an option for rencwal. Further, constructional costs through the mount-
ains of British Columbia would out-proportion all other railway costs. Here
the government agreed to undertake 75% of the cost by issuing bonds guaran-
teed by them and on which thoy would pay intercst for the first seven years
after conpletion., The balance of the sum would be sccurcd by the issuc of
Grand Trunk iacific boads supportecd by the parent conecern, the Grand Trunk
Railway, in principle and interesgt for Fifty years.

The Grand Trunk Dacific suveyes through British Columbia werc complet-
ed dn 1907. On May 7, 1908, the first sod was turned in 2rince Rupert to
begin edstward construction.

It would .scem that once the terminus had been definitely deternined
for Knieon Island, the towvnsitc prouoters for Qort Edward lost interest for
a time in any further developnent.

Cn the other hand, Prince Rupert was alive with octivity. Men and o-
guipnent, ships leoaded with naterials, were pouring inteo Prince Rupert Har-
bour. The stage was being sot for the building of a great now railroad. And
attached to this fact was a dream that the Grand Trunk would build, own and
eperate its own telegraph systen, handle the express busincss, provide ho-
toles and restauvrants, and have a lince of stcanors on the 4Ltlantic and an-
other on the Daecific, with a third fleet on the Great Lakes. The western
end of the dream sharpened into reality as . crews of men followed the sur-
veyor into the wilderness to slash and clear the right-of-way. & broad
haze of smoke, with the pungent odour of burning slash snaked out of Jrince
Rupert Harbour, along Hays Mountain, jumped to the nainland at Port Edward
and crept along the shore and up the Skeena River,

The contract for the first 100 miles, which had boeen let to Foley,
Vlelch and Stowart carly in March of 1908, got under way in May and was not
completed until nid-June of 1911. In those three yenrs the newspapers of
Yrince Rupert gave graphic, often dnily coverage to esvents related to rail-
way construction. Becausc these accounts are interesting, pertinent, and
illustrative of the sentiments of the day, several cexcerpts arc put down
herewith.

May 19, 1910 -~ Evening Empirec.

Tugboats have been steaming oul of Vancouver with barges load-
cd with locomotives, flattare and cabooses. This rolling
stock is bound for irince Rupert to be uscd on the western di-
vision of the Grand Trunk racific Railway construction.

May 19, 1910 - Evening Empire.

The tug, Escort, arrived yesterday with the barge, Georgian,
on which were six steam shovels to be used between Urince Ru-
pert and Aldermere. The-shovels werce shipped in scctions. The
waterfront beyond Foley, Vlelch and Stewart wharf is bepiniing
to moke a noisc like o railway yard.
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May 27, 1910 - Evening Empirc.

Within a weeck or so, another complote work train will arrive
in Prince Rupcrt{ Transfer Barge Neo. 1 with 575 tons of
structural stecl is on the way north., In the yards at Van-
couver there are a construction car, construction engine,
machinery and ten flat cars.

June 6, 1910 - Evening Empire.

The Escort No. 2 arrived in Prince Rupert yesterday with a
barge in tow, bringing more rolling stock for the G T P. The
barge had Superintendent Mechan's private car aboard, one
steam shovel and several flot cars.

June 6, 1910 - Dvening Eupirc.
Yo con marvel at a railway outlay of $50,000,000 in a singlc
year for the province of British Columbia. '

It would seem by the newspaper accounts of the railway construction,
that the first locomotive and flat cars put on the the Pacific mainland was
accomplished at Port Edward, for the next account saysi-

June 11, 1910 -~ BEvening Empire.

BNGINE ON MAINLAND. Locomotive and Flatcars Ferried lcross
Yorpoise Harbour Yosterday. Work Will Be Qushed in Laying
Track to Copper City Bridge construction. (Copper City was a
scttlemsnt east of Terraco on the Copper River).

nother important step in the construction of the Grand
Trunk Pacific near Prince Rupert was taken yesterday when the
first locomotive was ferried across Qorpoisc Harbour, where
the Zenardi Rapids Bridge is being built, and landed, with
flat cars, on the mainland.

Track laying on the mainland has been under way for sonme
time. The work train will be utilized in pushing construction
work up the Skecna.

The Zenardi Rapids Bridge will doubtless be completed
within a couple of months. The work has been particularly
strenuous, but good progress, considering the circumstances,
has becen nade. y

vowoer ful currents at the point where the Zenardi Rapids Bridge was un-
der construction kopt back progress langer than oxpected. Conscquently all
the material for the laying of track on the mainland had to be ferricd a-
cross. It was very cxacting vork. Tpc ferry had to connecct with the rails
on land at a cortain tide, and unless cvery calculation was worked out to
the minute,. so to speak, in order to catch the tide at the right moment, it
was a case of wait for the nex tide.

The Zenardi Rapids is a narrow water conncction 1lying between Kaien Is-
1and and Watson Island which funnecls tides, anywhcere up to 24 fcet, in and
out .of Wainright Basin.

Doubtless, the hundreds of tons of materials for railway congtruction
were landed at a point wherc Nelson Bros. Fisheries now have their boat-shop
loccated.
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The newspapers continue:-

The road bed is in excellent shape. There are the inevitable
soft spots, smnll arcas of nuskeg, but the ballasting will
overcoue this difficulty. Vhere the spots occur, brush is
placed underncath, and it forms a layer that assists to sup-
port the track amazingly well until the permancnt ballasting
is.accomplighed. There arc nany long stretches where the bed
is 1littlc more than solid rock, particularly where it passes
through the deep cuts.

Every day the material trains leave from the siding
bound for the front, the ond of steel. They boar groat stacks
of tiecs, tons of rails, and the hundred and onc requisites
for tho spiking down of a tronscontinental roailway.

Interesting is the track-laying nnchine, a high, nany
armed device, that at first glance is a bit mystifying to the
layman. Mr. Danicl Dempsey is superintcndent of the track-
laying work. To fully wan n machine o crow of at least 120
men is neceded. .

Mondays two and a quarter miles was a very croditable
example of work. However, the lack of labowr, according to
railway officials, is keonly felt. Good money (wages ot that
time were 37 1/2 cents an hour), board, and steady enploynent
are offered. J4lthough the men are in the country the labour
market still renains unsupplioed,

in interesting obscrvation made by a writer of that tine says:-

If anyonc 1s nursing the impression that the red children
of Canada ... arc dying out, he should take a run to the ond
of the G.T. . stoel. Therc arc little connery villages such
as Inverncss, Cassiar and North racific. Scorcs of Indian
Youngsters, fat as butter and brown as a biiar root appearcd,
apparently from bohind every stunp, rose out of every patch
of gross, and skipped out of every door. They stared at the
iron horse, as it passed, 1lsid a check agninst the rail to lis-
ten to the vibration.

Junc 18, 1910 - Evening BEmpire. P W
Each day scus toel stretehing further from Drince Rupert, The
bridge to Zenardi Rapids is grodually nearing counlcetion and
beyond this point the track loying machine is stringing out the
miles of the. highway that will conncct this city with the
shores of the Atlantic.

W.C.C, Mechan, genceral superintendent, made a trip of in-
spection down to the Zenardi Bridge yesterday and found things
in good shape. Rankine's cut was complceted last Monday, and
the nain line to Zenardi is finished. The sidings arc also
finished so0 that the operations of the Canadian Bridge Company
can be pushed ahead without delay. The steel girders for the
bridge nare being moved down practically n11l the time so that
whon the picrs and abutments are finished the bridge con com-
mence at once.

The skeloton track has been 1laid to Inverncss and a scc-
ond engine was ferried over to the mainland at Zenardi yester-
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days Rails and ties are now shipped down to the rapids., Four-
teen carloads ¢f materinl token on a gingle trip ropresent onc
and a quarter miles of track. Two of the se trips are made dai-
1y. The track laying machinc calls for 125 men and four fore-
men and the work keops them all on the Jump.

The first communication system through YPort Edward is also noted in this
write-up.

The telepraph follows directly behind the track layers. Thoro
is a tcleplione conncetion in cach caboose.

July 6, 1910 - Ivening Empire.

SeIKING THE STEEL, The Groand Trunk’ Qacific stecl was 22 /4
miles out of Yrince Rupert yesterday. On Honday 2 1/4 milces
were laid - pood going considering the circumstaonces.

The abutments and piers for Zenardi Rapids Bridge stand
corpleted. Stecl work is about to comience and during the
latter part of August the bridge will be finishod.

Squared tics are being used, mostly sprice, an 3200 arec
l1aid to the mile.

July 8, 1910 - Lvening Empirc.

The first private car to over reach irince Rupert is the one
uscd by Sperintendent V.C.C, licchan. It is a véry comfortable
and ingehiously apointed home on whoels, 4t one end is a snug
dining room, at thc other an observation apartment, and be-
tween are the supcrintendent's bedroons, secretary's and sten-
Ographer's guarters and the kitchen.

July 11, 1910 - Evening Bapire,. " .

The G T I' sleepers have British nmmes, for the € 7 P transcon-
tinental is an all~British route. Slocpers are mamed Scotland,
England, Ireland, Queensland, New Zealand and Newfoundland.
Bach daily troin (Edmonton to Winnipeg) has scven coaches,
baggage coach, nail conch, colonist coach, two first-class
coaches, a parlor cafe, and a 6 T 2 standard slooper. The car
used by President C.M. Hays is ncmed Cannda.

July 11, 1910 - Evening Eupirds.

C.C. Van 4rsdohl, better known as Four-tonths Van, Division
Engineer of the mountoin division for the Grand Trunk Iacific
is in charge of the work from the coast cast, with headguort-
erg in Jrince Ruport. He acquired his nicknrme by reason of
the fact he is the uan who discovered the G T P'g easy gr-de
to the yYncific, which dees not ox€eed four-tenths of onc per-
cent at any point of the 3 = L4000 miles of track from coast to
coast. Y g

To the cxperienced railroad nan the advantage of such an
tosy grnde will be approeiated.

The maximun grade over the ontire linc will bo only four=-
tenths of onc percent. This neans only 21 feet to the mile.
The heaviecst grade will be noar Edmonton., Our casy grade will
bencfit in the heavier tonnage that can be handled with the
same power as other roilroads, but with faster service.
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July 12, 1910 - Evening Enpire.

There are 18 patients in the hospital, nearly oll from acci-
dents sustained on the railway construction. Except for three
all are non-English soecaking.

July 26, 1910 - Evening. Empirec.
Work on the Zonardi Bridge is being pushed forward and assur-
ance has been received from Mr. Young, of the Canadian Bridge
Construction Company, that it will bo open to the passage of -
trains by Jugust 20th. Picrs and abutments are complete and
cvery ceffort is being put forth to Fitting togother the tons
of steel and other bridge material,

Steel is now laid for 36 niles.

July 286, 1910 - Evening Empire.

Heading toward Prince Rupcrt arc J.W.. Stewart of Foloy, Welch
and Stowart, and Chiof Engincer Keliher of the Grand Trunk
vacific. They arc on an inspection tour of the line from Ed-
monton to Prince Rupert by horscback and on foot.- At Fort
George thoy will be joined by Van fLrsdohl, G T P Divisional
Engincer, and the whole party will procced westward along the
prépascd route of the railway, through $he mountains to Prince
Rupert.

Jugust 5, 1910 - Evening Enmpirc.

Steel has been laid ncross Zenardi Rapids Bridge and yesterday
aftornoon the first locomotive passed over. This id 4n'im-
portant mark in the construction of the G T ' at the i'rince
Rupert end of the system where Kaien Island is linked with the
nainland. The building of this bridge was carried on day and
night with much of the work performed under disadvantages.

The towing of barges cnd scows of materials to the other
side (Vort Edyard) was dependent upon a particular stage of
the tide, and if these calculations werc not made with the
groatost cxactness, it would be a case of waiting for the noxt
tide.

Trains can now run over the bridge from DOrince Rupert
yards to a point up the Skeena at the 50 mile nark.

From nowspaper accounts it would scem that construction of the railway
went ahead at a fantastic pace. For in less than four months time fifty
mniles of railway had been 1nid down over niles of cozing uuskeg and blasged
through mountains of rock. 11 the more reomarkable when consideration is
given to the fact that mon worked long hours and under hazardous conditions
with the cumbersomec tools and machinery of that era.

August 20, 1910 - Evening Bapire.

The Rt, Hon. &Sir Vilfrid Laurier, Prenier of Canada, and a .._
friend of Charles lielville Hays who had solicited the Liberal
Governnent's assistance in promoting the new railroad, stepped
ashore in the fledgeiing tity of Prince Ruport.

Two days later the 69 year old rremier and his party of govornment of-
ficials traveclled on the new railroad from Zrince Rupert to Inverncss Can-
nery. Thore wore no residents in .ort Edward at that time, except perhaps
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someone in charge of the construction depot where materials and supplics had
been received ashore before the Zenardi Bridge was completed.

Laurier was well recceived at Inverness and hosted through the fish
cannery, the first of its kind to be built in northern British Columbia.

sugust 21, 1910 - Evening Zmpire.

Twe million feoet.. of lumber comnce in this morning from Bolling-
ham on the hulks Casondalt and Jancs Drummon towed by the trim
steam tug Goliah., The lumbor will be used in tho construction
of snow sheds along the G T 2 linec..

august 25, 1910 - Evening Empire.

The following monbers of the Grand Trunk Pacific party which
arrived by steamer RQrince Rupert yesterday arc:- Charles M.
Hays, yresident; Olfred W. Smithors, Chairman of the Grand
Trunk lJacific; E.J. Chamberlin, Vice-president and General
Honager; Mrs. Chamberling Sir George and Lady Doughty; G.B.
Hunter; Thoranton Davidson; Miss Eve Sumithers; Hubert Smithors;
H. Deer, assistant sccretary; John Loud, freight traffic nan-
ager; J.C. Dalrymple, assistant freight manager; Janes Carr- .-
uther; Dre J. Meox Hutchison, chief medical officer; D.E. Gal-
loway, sccrectary to the Vice-president; .4, 5. Loucks, sccretary
to freight traffic nanager; Vivian Payne, assistant sceretary
to President Hays.

hugust 27, 1910 - Evening Eupirc.

WeCuCs Mechan and G,L. Macllicol accompanicd President Hays
‘and party to tho cnd of steel, a distance of about sixty milces.
Hays "was highly gratified with all he sav. The train travel-
led at o rate cxcooding 20 niles an hour and nade the run to
thie end of steel in three hours.

They watched the track-laying machine , which ne of the
officiale had never socen in operation before, then had lunch
on the river boat Dort Simpson, before returning to Prince
Rupert.

For a glimpse into accommodations supplicd construction crews for the
rodilway therc 1s the following oxcerpt taken from the Octobor 12, 1910 Ev-
ening Enpiro:-

The next load that the Georgiana will briug north is a consign-
ment of old time Grand Frunk system coaches, relics of the old
days, which will be used to hiourse the railroad labourers, en-
gincers and construction workers during the winter, as cold will
render the tents uscless.

These old-time coaches arc relics of the kna? brake and
link and pin coupling days, cars with no vestibules, theot have
gone our of dote on the main linc east. They are now fitted
with cutomatic couplings and air brakoes. '

October 29, 1910 - Ivening Eupiroc.

Vernon V. Smith in proposing a Grand Trunk Yacific toast at a
farewell banguet for Mr. and lrs. G.V. Morrow, aaid it had cost
soven nillion dollars te grade 100 miles nlong the Skecna
River, ' ;
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November 18, 1910 - Evening Empirc.
The laying of steel to the ond of tho first 100 miles was con-
pleted yesterday., If the frost keeps off, ballasting can pro-
cecd, This scction of the railway will shortly be in shape to
carry gencral traffic., Vorkmen looking for work can travel as
far as the steel is laid for one cent per mile,

The river bridge at Kitsunkolum has baoen completed.

December 17, 1910 -~ Evening Bupiroe.

The weather has mederated all the way, but there is from six
to oight inches of snow from Mile 60 up. At Mile 102 the way
track for reversing cngines was completed yesterday. Contracte
ors are working day and night to zget the tunnels and bridges
ready. The work on the snowshcds at Mile 44 is progressing
well.

L barge carrying eleven box cars, onc passenger coach
and a Russel wing snow plough has arrived in Prince Rupert.
This snow plough is one of the latest models and weighs 84
tons,

May 17, 1911 - ZFrince Ruport Daily Tews.

This morning the barge Georgian arrived from Vancouver with
an interesting consignment of new rolling stock for the G T P
Railway. Jdn inportant part of the consignment is the latest
improved track pile driver, the latest in modern railway con-
struction. It is a steam pile driver, mountcd on a speclally
constructed car adapted for running out trestles. It is a
fast bridge builder, The oleven box cars and locomotives will
" be used in rail service up river to bo inaugurated next week,

June 14, 1911 - Prince Rupert Daily Nows,

To Arthur Little, proprictor of the most famous news stand in
northern B.C, goecs the honour of buying the first railroad
ticket on the ¢ T P. to travel cast on the nain linc from
Prince Rupert,.

"Four dollars and fifty cents, onc way," said A.E., M-
Master, the Jdgent, who claims the distinction of selling the
first railreoad ticket in this city for the conpany.,

Soon after Little got his tickoet he was offercd five dol-
lars above the purchasc price and later ten dollars, 'Not for
sale," said Little. "I am one of the pioncers hore and I said
I would be a passengor on the first train going cast on the
GBS Tima.N

The number of the ticket is 25538.

June 16, 1911 - Daily News.

The first train to cone in from Copper City arrived yesterday
afternoon. It had soue 80 - 90 passengers anong whon was the
Hon. Villian Templeman, Minister of Mines and member of parl-
. ianent for this constituency.

June 16, 1911 = Daily News.
The G T  Company has built nore than 100 miles castward fron
Prince Rupert at a cost of %85,000 to $100,000 a mile,
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June 17, 1911 - Daily.News.

The first hundred miles out of Princo Rupert has meant rniore in
engincering problems, heavy toil and cxpense than many hundreds
of miles of prairie track. 4long the line gongs of men are at
work ballasting and tuning up the track. At present the of-
ficial speed permitted is twelve miles an hour on rassonger
trains, This is because a portion of the road is still sltel-
cton track, Towever, the General Suporintendent had hisg Spec-
ial let out a few notches on the last ten miles where the track
is all finished. These were recled off in twolve ninutes. The
train held smooth. and steady.

At all the river crossings, and those arc cight in num-
ber, tho gangs arc at work putting up stecl bridges. The
bridges come from tho nill ready to be asscmbled on’ the ground.

This past winter, one of the heaviest in local annals,
proved valuable because it showed where the snow slides arc
liable to occcur, &t several points between Miles 42 to 46
staunch rock and timber snow sheds arc being built.

Beyond the ond of stoel at Copper City gangs are at work
on driving the last of the three tunnels at Kitselas.

Junc 21, 1911 -~ Daily Neus.
This nmorning a tug boat arrived with barges loaded with 400
tons of steel for the Skecona River bridge, which after Kitsc-
las tunnels is the next great hurdle between nere and Hazel-
ton. Tonight another tug will arrive bringing scows loaded
with a nillion and a guarter feoct of lumber for snow shods,
At the cnd of next week a third arrival of railvay uat-
erial. is cxpected when tive € T D Company's own barpge will
bring 14 cars loaded with lumber for railwey station buildings
now being constructed up the line. The cars will run onto
rails ready for instant transfer to dectinations along the
Limne

Hovenber 24, 1911 - Daily News.

Traffic on the railway grows busicr daily. Yogterday there pas-
scd six trains of various tynes, from the light engine and broke
van to the ten car ballast train and the regular nixed frelight
and passenger train from Van Arsdohl.

llovember 28, 1911 - Daily News.

Four passcnger and six box cars arrived by scow yesterday in
anticipation of opening the line to lUazelton noxt spring. The
cars will be transferred te the sidings at the special whoarf -
in Prince Rupert.

In viewing the sct of cold and inmpersonal stool railway tracks, underlaid
by thomwsands of tics and tons of gravel ballasting, as it runs through
Yort Edward today ( mow known as' the Canadian Hational Railvay ), it is
difficult to imaginc the great arny of pioneers who long ago trod tlo
right-of-way and painstakingly laid cach tic and rail in its place,
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ZENARDI RAPIDS,

In 1909 the Zenardi Rapids caught the imagination of A.R, Barrow, one

‘of Prince Rupert's first city aldernen, and he applied to the Dominion Gov-
ernment for permission to cercct dans at that point. The plan was to devel-
op the tidal power for use in the new city. However, both the Board of
Trade and later the City Council lodged preteste. Then in December of 1910
these objections were withdrawn.

In the Evening BEmpire, Decenber 30, 1910, it states:-

This tidal power idea is onc that has been talked of and

some cxperinments made but it has never becn practically dem-

onstrated, If Barrow succeeds in showing that the fides, un-

der conditions, can be nadé to produce electriecal power he

will demonstrate for the first time such a possibility, pro-

vide power for the city which will be of incalculable advan-

tage, and fqalize for himseclf and his assoclates a revenue

roducing property. The city would soon have tram carao,

electrical cook stoves and cheap elecirical pover,

The "tidal power idea' never got beyond the preliminaries for therc
was no development on the Zenardi Rapids.

SECOND MAJOR DEVELOPMENT.

Another man who took a good hard look at Dort Edward as a lucarative
possibility was Sir Geerge Doughty, once a member of parliament for Grimsby,
England, who came to Prince Rupert late in August of 1910 as a gucst of the
management of the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway.

Doughty was reported to be:-

One of the great industrinl leaders of the 01Ld Country.
He is associated with the Consolidatod Steom Fisghing and Ice
Manufacturing and Cold Storage Conpany of Grimsbf. He ropres : |
sents onc of the most powerful commercial enterprises of the
United Kingdon with intcrests valued at many millions of
pounds sterling.

Apparently this British Industrialist camc with a view of cstablishing
fishing intercsts in British Columbia with Prince Rupert arca as its centre.

The Evening Enpire of August 25, 1910 says:-

In the ovent of such an undertcking being procceded with,
a fleet of at least onc hundrod fishing vessels, and stean
trawlers; would be brought herec. :
; A1 the industrids attendant to the business would neces-
sdrily be cstablished at this point. Some would comprise rope
and twine making, nct making, cnginccring, ship building, bar-
rel naking, 'and the mointenance of general stores of all kinds.

An.oxcprpt fronm 'British Columbin in tho Making' by John Bensley Thorn-
hill, wkioch wac publighed iz 1913, statoo:i- : ;

Doughty bought' onec of the canncries, some land round it,
and also 250 acres of land in Porpoisc Harbour (Irince Edward)
on the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway, cight miles from Prince Ru-
pert. He has built an oil-refining pliant, a saltery and esta-
blishient- for maoking fertiliser, and he has sent three stean
trawlers out from Grimsby, which are now on the ground.
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He also purchased tho fmerican halibut schoonor EDRIE
which was confiscated for poaching in Canadian wvaters, In ad-
.dition, he has a stoan tug, scows, and several excellont
small boats for working the inside waters.

However, a check with tho B, Q. ¥rovincial Archives reveals that Sir
Goorge Doughty, as hecad of B.C. Fisheries Limited, owncd considorable pProp-
erty on the Qucen Charlotte Islonds, at Alliford Bay and Skidegate. He
bought an oil works at Skidegate Landing from Simon Deiger and his partners
in the spring of 1912, and by September of that year had built a. cannery
and other buildings at Alliford Bay, That Sir George had acquired property
on the mainland was only a rutmour. The newspapers of that time boar this
out,

February 26, 1913 - The Drince Rupert Woeekly.

The Fianeiol Times (London) of January 29th. prints a long
report of an address by Sir Georgo Doughty on his i ghing in-
terests in the North Pacific, Sir Goorge is quoted to the
cffect. that his coupany Lopes to acquire possession of 250
acres of land on Dighy Island, and that on the mainland oppo=-
site the G T 2 will put in sidings to accommodace the Fish
and Cold Storage cntorprise to be ostablished on Digby Island,

March 19, 1913 -~ page 4. !

This scason it is the intontion of the company to do nothing
in the wey of ¢stablishing its cold storage plant on this
side of the straits.

dugust 20, 1913 - page 6.

It is reported that the now cold storage plant that has been
promised for this city for somec time will be started almost
at once, This to be located at Jorpoisc Harbour and will be
built by the B.C. Fisherics which now operate ocut of Alliford
Bay. '

Docomber 10, 1913 - page 6.
B.Cs M sherics in the hands of the receoliver,

THIRD M.JOR DEVELORMEI .

il though plans for Port Edward steod still in the shadow of Prince Ru-
pert's incorporation and dovelopnent as a city in 1910, onc major sharc-
holder of Port Edward lands, E.J. Mathews, rofuscd to acquiesce, In 1971
he cxpressced himsclf through hisg lawyers as "desirous of noking a ro-sub-
division so as to conform with the contour of the land instead of the rec-
tangualr form of subdivision that was formerly made," (Bodwell and Lawson
to Chicf Commissioner of Lands, March 10, 1931 ~ Department of Land file),

The government had no objection to the proposcd re-gubdivision of Port
Edward. Government lots granted under Dlan Hos 935 wore recconveyed to Mat-
hews so that the old plan céuld be cancellod, hen on Tovembor 29, 1912,
Bodwell and Lawson, Mathows! lawyers, submitted the first of two bluc
prints covering the new subdivision so that the government could again so-
lect its rightful portion,

£lan 1033, by J, FPred Ritchio, is dated March 22, 1913,
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Apropos to all this the Port Edward Tovnsite Limited had beecn incorpor-
ated the previous year on January 26, 1912 (B,.C. Gazette, July 4, 1912),
with its head office in Drince Rupert,

On July 12, 1912, the Prince Rupert Daily News headlined tho front
page with:-

LRINCE RUPERT VISIBLY EXPLHDS . THE FIRST SUBURB ANNOUNCES ITSELE.

Prince Rupert has advoanced by a great stride in the march of urban

progress. Rrince Rupert has today a suburb in Port Edward, the

new waterfront, industrial and residential town, Clearing of the
sito will commence in a few days. The now suburb is situated on
the shores of Porpoisc Harbour, the deep watoer inlet which direct-
ly faces Dixon's Entrance.

fort Zdward has the very important feature of such facilitics
for the crcction of wharves at industrial locaiions that it can af-
ford seven times the dockage capacity for stecomships per unit of
waterfront that irince Rupert itegelf can offer, This is because
ship berths can be provided beside long wharves jutting out into
the harbour as at New York, Montrcal, London docks and other portas.
The Harbour is two miles long with a turning basin of 3,300 fect a-
cross, a deep harbour at lowest tides with o winimum depth of six
Tathoms ... a fine fairwoy 800 fect wide with ton fathoms in the
main channel and six at least to cither side for boats passing
cach other. '

The waterfront is laid out in lots suitable for industrial
gites, ;

Mready a number of industrial concerns are waiting to lo-
cate. Three fishing coup: ies, a brewery, a foundry, onc pow-
er plant and a number of other conceras cager for location on
waterfront within easy distance of DPrince Rupert.

The personel of the company is predominantly a Prince Ru-
pert one with the following well-known names associated with
it:- Dr., W.T. Korgin, J.M. Clancy, W. fAgnow, W, Clark Durant,

J. Frcd Ritchie ond S. Harrison. 2Droninent men in the finan-

cial world outside Prince Rupert are also associagted with the

venture,

The tovmesite on Lot 446, acquired from E.J. Mathows of
Seattle, is'laid out in residential and busineoss lots of 30 x
100 fget, in blocks of 24 lots to a block, with 20 f£ast alleys
and 72 foot streets. There is a waler supply from Wolf Creock,
there will be cheap power, and the company proposes te put in
plank roads and soue sewers. , Tenders have been called for tho
work of clearing. The Grand Trunk Pocific Railway is under
contract to a station on the towvnsite. Lots will probably be
on sale in QOctebeor, through an agency on teras, the same as
those of the Grand Trunk Pacific.

Beside the acrcage of tho townsite, therc is considerable
Jacrgape'of tide flats which can be used for industrial sites
between the townsite and Viatson Island. It has boon surveyed
by the Grand Trunk Pacific and the Dominion Govornment, charted
and buoyecd by the latter.

Port Edward, named in the days of King Edward V11, assurcs
@rince Rupert will add imncnsely to her revenues, present and
to come, and will probably onc day bec a part of the Greator
Prince Rupert inevitable in the nonc too distant future.
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The heaviest stoeckholder in the conpany was Edwarad J,
Mathews who had roceived $400,000, plus onc-third of tho cap=
ital stoclk, in return for Lot 446 (Registrar of Companies,
records, microfilm 1323/1910), He paid a visit to Yort Bd-
vard in Decccenbor 1912; expressed hinsclf as "pleased with the
progress of the city" and on his return to Seattle left a
prominent lawyer and busincsswan from Scattle, Walter B, Bacr,
in charge as uanager of the company (Prince Rupert Daily Nows,
December 12, 1912).

December 18, 1912 - Princoe Rupert Daily licws.

Jort Edward, Irince Rupert's industrial annex, is a townsite
slightly over one thousand acres in oxtent and is divided in-
to residontial scctions, business scctions, industrial blocks
and waterfront property. Porpoisc Harbour is sccond to nonc
on the Pacific coast with a channol L2 feet deep at low tide
and a wildth of 550 foot between the six fathom lines, large
cnough to accommodate the largest vessels afloat. It has a ro-
markably low tidal curront - a naxivun of two knots. DBlevon
pier wharves (wharves running out from the shore) and a quay
wharf (a wharf which hugs the shore) are projected with a to-
al docking length of 16,960 feet.

Innediately back of the wharves is projected a bulkhcad
line following low water nark parallel with the main line of
the @ T ? which runs along the entire shore line of Port Ed-
wards To the rear of the waterfront are found industrial
sites capablec of accommodating a great varicty of indupstyigs
such as fish canncrics, saw nillsy grain clevators, fishera
ies and factories of every type. Ample facilities for rail-
road trackage from the industrial sitecs to the main line have
been provided, A carefully laid out business section lies
back of the industrial blocks. 4 civic centre is provided
for public use., Behind the business arca tho residential 50C=
tions are located with a large nunber of view lots overlook-
ing the harbour and sva ... there is rample-room for lone-
sitcs for those employed in industrial locations on thé water-
front.

Two lakes lic back of the cast boundary of the townsite
to furnish water for a good sized city, It is the company's
intention to install a water system within a fow months, Na
eupense has been spared in the pPlotting of this city.

Mn oxcerpt lifted from this some newspaper will serve to return to
the sale of ten acres from Lot 446 by E.J. Mathows to the Yorpoise Har-
Land Company Limited in 1909:-

One of the picrs is usod by the Drince Rupert Hydro-Elcctric
Company Limited which has already purchasoed two industrial
blocks (Blocks 12 and 290 and 125 feect of wator frontage at
Qort Edward and is now erccting a pover plant at that point
for the construction of which it has appropriated $183,000,
This company has an agrecument with the townsite commany where-
by it is bound to offer lort Edward power at no greater cost
than offored Prince Rupert.

4 Prochurc published in 1912 by the Hutcharm Company of
Victoria states;- g

That othoer prine requisite of a successful industrial
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centre - cheap power - has been assured for Port Edward. Not
only will cheap power be available but cheaper power than can
be obtained at any other point on the Canadian raci fic coast.

The Prince Rupert Hydro-Electric Company Ltd., control-
ling practically eovery foosible watcer-power within a practi-
cable radius of Prince Rupert, will provide for all the power
demands of Port Edward. Witness tho foellowing oxcerpts from
a letter writton on behalf of the company by its goneral sup-
crintendent, Mr. ¥, Clark Durant, to Messrs D, Harrison & Co.
of 2rince Ruport under datc of Septombor 17, 1912:-

" ... wo ovn ten acres of land with 125 feet of water-
front on Porpoise Harbour in the townsite of Jort Edward., 4t
this point we will naintain our headquarters, including com-
pany stores, nain offices and cuployces' houses. Before go-
ing ahead with any water-power development we propose to build
an auxiliary station driven by steam or oil cngines, at Port
Bdward, with an wltimate capacity of 2,000 kilowatts, the
first installation being 1,000 kilowatts. e propose to
spend at once about +200,000 on the Fort Edward plant, includ-
ing a substantial wharf. The Falls River invostment is ostim-
ated at two and half million dollars. Our rates of nower arec
not yet definitely detcramincd but will probably be at the rate
of thirty-five dollars per horse-power year for large consum-
ers. Our auxiliary station and transmission line are favor-
ably situated for the development of the townsite of Yort Ed-
ward and we shall be able to supply a geod power service there
at a low rate.M

The best rate obtainable in New York is 52 per horse-
power year and it runs to cven +#100 and over in small units
distrituted.

Accerding to the records of the Frovincial Archives in Victoria, this
was the same site originally purchased from Mathews by the Forpoisc Harbour
Land Company. Block 12, containing 4.05 acres, and Block 29, containing
5.95 acres to make a total of ten acres was now under Ylan 1033 which can-
cclled out the original 2lan 935. Included in the deal was the waterfront
lots of V, W, X, ¥, and %, which extends from District Lot 641 to Wolf
Creck to make up Plan 1038,

J. Fred Ritchie, on Decembor 4, 1912, described ort Bdward to the Min-
ister of Lands in Slowing terms, and asked the government's assistance in
financing a system of water works for Port Bdward - the water to come from
Lake Mathews (later to becone known as Mwyn). By this time the townsite
itsclf had been cleared, arrangements had been made with the Grand Trunk
Yacific for a station, and it was proposed to place the lots on the market
in the spring, as soon as the cancellation of the old »lan 935, and the
filing of the new ( in two sections ) had been completed.

But on March 11, 1913, the Minister informed Ritchic that the Exccu-
tive had found it ‘"quite impossible to give favorable consideration" to
the suggestion that help should be provided to finance the water works, as
it would '"ereate a precedent."

In a brechure cntitled Port Bdward, Prince Ruport's Industrial finnex
published by Harrison, Ganblec & Co., promoters of the now townsite, a para-
graph is devoted te the Prince Rupert Hydro-Electrid Company, It is des-
cribed as:-
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" ... a $5,000,000 corporation which has already estab-
lished considerable development worlk. This corporation owns
the most valuable wotor power rights in the viecinity of
Yringe Rupert, totally 80,000 horse-power. It is cxpected
that they will have their first unit in operation at Port Ed-
ward by the summor of 1913, EBlocks 12 and 29 have beon pur-
chased by this corporation who are now establishing a 1500
horse~power dicsel unit ongine plont from which they will sUp=-
ply power until such time as thoeir vator pover is in opera-~
tion. "

. Blocks 12 (4.05 acres) and 29 (5.95 acres) comprising the original ten
acres,. plus the waterfront iots aof V, W X and ¥, changed hands several

times since Mathews s0ld it to the Porpoise Harbour Land Company Limited in ~
1909 which seems to have embodicd the vrince Rupert Hydro-Electric Company.

It then went to Port Edwyard Fisherics Limited in 1913, Northern B.0. Tishe
erigs Limited in 1918, Queen Chaorlotte Flsheries Limited in 1924, Skeena 7
River Packing Company in 1925, British Columbia Packers Limited in 1930

and finally to Nelsen Bros. Fisheries Limited vwho began a take-over in

1943 under Certificate of Title No. 26347,

The first building to be constructed in Dort Edward is located on the
former Block 12 on the corner of Nelson Avenue and Boundary Drive opposite
the Community Hall., This is the concrete building built by the DPrince Ru-
pert Hydro-Eloctric Company in 1912, This is where, as related above, the
1500 horse-power diesol oil plant was to be installed.

According to a letter from V.2, Herman of Nanaimo, B.C.:-

They built the large concreote building as a diesel electric PO V-
crhouse to sunply power to Prince Rupert while thoeir hydro' power was under
construction, but it was voted against by the raiepayers, so the company
collapsed.

The Prince Rupert Hydro-Elcciric Company failed because FPrince Rupert,
a town of secveral hundreds, had hit a finaneic: slump. Appeale across the
nation, abroad in England and to the Provincial Governmont went unheeded.
At that time Drince Rupert was dependent uron a steoam plant whose capacity
vias proving inadequate for the growving demands of the city. Prince Rupert
Hydro-Electric venturo was part of oan cmerpency measure for cconomic power
under finanecial stringencies. Other sourcos under consideration at that
time were Falls River and Kitahda River, tributaries of the Skeena River,

A sccond building coustructod in Port Bdward at about the same time as
the conercte powerhouge, and located on the former Block 29 on a hill over~
looking Boundary Drive and the Watson Island Pulp Mill Complex, was built
by the Prince Rupert Hydro-Elcctric Company to house their engincers.

For many years there has been controversy over this building. Some be-
lieved it was built by the late Dr. V.7, Kergin of DPrince Rupert. Others
were ecqually sure it hod belonged to the late Dr. R,y Large, a nissionary
- doctor on the coast. & gearch of Titles =t the Prince Rupert Land Registry
Office shows nc such ovnership.,

The letter from W.». Herman of Nanaino statoss -

The lodge with the large .stone fircplace was built by tho Prince
Rupert Hydro-Eloctric Company v lLiouse *théir cengincors.

(Mr. Herman, whose father, the late Jeter Herman, owned two canneriecs,






